Was it Coincidence or Chance?

Esther Chapter 7

Intro. 
Was it Coincidence, Chance or God’s Controlled Circumstances that led Esther to be where she was?  

Or was it due to her own Cunning Connivance?
Ct. Est. 4:14

A. The Conjunction of Consequence.
So
Est. 7:1 

1. Haman’s Plot – to Annihilate the Jews.
3:6
2. The People’s Predicament – their Antagonist seemingly had the upper hand.
}4:14
3. God’s Provision – the All-controlling power behind the circumstances.
}
B. The Counter-measures against Conspiracy.
Est. 7:1-6

1. Esther’s Patience and Petition
Est. 7:1-4

a. The three days of Rallying the people to Fast and her personal Readiness to Forego all.
4:16


So will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish.


b. The two days of Royal Rejoicing – second day at the banquet of wine
7:2 cf. 5:4, 8

i. The Patient waiting to Prepare for the Plea.
5:8

ii. Haman’s false Impression with the second Invitation.
5:11, 12

c. The two-fold Reply in answer to a two-fold Request:

i. What is your petition?  It will be given you.
7:2, NIV


Grant me my life--this is my petition.
7:3, NIV

ii. What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.
7:2, NIV


And spare my people--this is my request.
7:3, NIV


[Note: the possible stunning shock at the king’s discovery that his queen was a Jew!]

d. The Reasonableness of her Response:
7:4, NIV


For I and my people have been sold for destruction and slaughter and annihilation. 


If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept quiet, 


because no such distress would justify disturbing the king.
i. The Payment Haman offered for the People – I and my people have been sold
Cf. 3:9, 11, 4:7

· His Promise to Pay ten thousand talents of silver into the royal treasury.
3:9, NIV

· The Price he was willing to Pay for the Jews to destroy them.
4:7, NIV
· He Personally would Profit everything.
3:11

ii. The Price Esther was willing to Pay – If we had merely been sold
7:4, NIV
· She offered as Presents her life and those of her people to serve the king as living slaves. 

· On the other hand, the “profit” to the treasury in the lives lost of her people would not benefit the king.

· For such Distress (to be slaves) to herself and her people she would not even Dare Disturb the king.

no such distress would justify disturbing the king.


“Distress” is Difficult in translating:

· The Lives Lost of the king’s Subjects would be a more grievous Loss than the Jews becoming Slaves.
· Selling the Jews as Slaves would not be Sufficient grounds to trouble the king.
e. The king’s Reaction and Repetition of his question Revealed his wrath

7:5


Who is he, and where is he, that durst presume in his heart to do so (= to fill his heart to do thus)?
i. He demanded to know the Person and the Place where he was.

ii. For what one Presumed to Perform often sprang from one’s heart.

Mt. 15:19

iii. Sentence not Executed quickly would set one to do more Evil.

Eccl. 8:11
2. Esther Pointing out the Person.
Est. 7:6, 7


The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman. Then Haman was afraid before the king and the queen.
a. Haman was now Sandwiched in a tight Spot.

 


Adversary (tsar) from word meaning narrow; a tight place (usually fig., i.e. trouble); also an opponent 
b. He was now Singled out as the Sought-after enemy.

{Cf. 3:10; 8:1;



Enemy (oyeb) from hating; an adversary:--enemy, foe.
{9:10, 24
c. He who Sought to cause distress to others was now Sadly distressed himself.



Wicked (ra') distress, evil, wicked, vile (NIV)

d. He Sensed trouble who Sought to put others in trouble.

i. The king’s Rage as he went into the garden: the king got up in a rage
7:7, NIV

· Too Dumfounded to Decide the appropriate punishment?

· To Deal with his Dilemma how he allowed this to happen?

ii. Haman’s Realisation that the king had already decided his fate.
7:7, NIV

iii. His Request of the queen: Haman stood up to make request for his life
7:7, KJV

C. The Coincidence of Circumstances? 
 - “So” (v. 10)

Est. 7:8-10

Haman’s timing could not have been worse:
1. The Misreading by the king of Haman’s Posture, when he was actually Entreating for his life. 7:8


The king exclaimed, "Will he even molest the queen while she is with me in the house?"

[A Targum adds that the angel Gabriel pushed Haman as the king entered the room!]
2. The Meted-out Punishment without waiting for any Explanation – As the word went out of the king's mouth.

3. The Men Present to carry out the Execution – they covered Haman's face.


(Had they been present all along or whether the commotion in the room brought them?)
4. The Mention of the Prepared gallows for Mordecai by the king’s Eunuch (Harbonah  cf. 1:10) 7:9, 10 NIV

a. That would Seal Haman’s fate even if the king had considered mercy earlier.

b. Thus he was Sentenced to a fate he had prepared for Mordecai. 

i. First, he covered his head – he was Deeply Down when he had to Decorate Mordecai.
6:12 cf. 10, 11

ii. Now, others covered his face – he was Doomed; he would Die on the gallows.
7:8-10


[gallows ('ets, ates) a tree (from its firmness). 
As Acts 5:30; Gal. 3:13; I Pet. 2:24

D. The Conjunction of Conclusion or God’s Control and Provision.
So
Est. 7:10


So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then was the king's wrath pacified.

Was it a Coincidence…Chance… or God Who was Controlling the Circumstances …
Est. 4:14b

1. When Vasti was Dethroned and Esther Enthroned?
Est. 2:17 ct. 2:1

2. When Esther Credited Mordecai for saving the king from a Conspiracy and having it Chronicled?  2:21-23

3. When Esther was Confronted by Mordecai to Come out and stand in Company with the Jews?
4:13, 14


Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king's house, more than all the Jews.
4. When Esther’s invitation was Received by both the king and Haman Repeatedly?

4:4-8

5. When Haman Misread Esther, listened to his wife and friends, and Merrily went to the banquet?
5:12-14

6. When the king could not sleep, sent for the chronicles and Discovered that he owed a Debt to Mordecai? 6:1-3

7. When Haman happened to be present to Receive his Recommendations to Reward “himself” ?
6:4-9

8. When Haman’s wife and advisers Realised too late they could not Resist God’s people?

6:13

GOD WAS BEHIND IT ALL – BEHIND EVERY CIRCUMSTANCE AND EVERY COINCIDENCE!!

We know that all things work together for good to them that love God,


to them who are the called according to his purpose.
Rom. 8:28
